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SECTION |

GRADUATE PROGRAM GENERAL INFORMATION



Mission Statement

The Mission of the Department of Nursing at The University of Scranton is to
prepare nurses at the baccalaureate, masters, and doctoral levels, who are grounded in
the Catholic and Jesuit tradition, and committed to excellence in practice for the 21t
century. Our graduates have the knowledge and competencies to deliver high-quality,
evidence-based, holistic person-centered care.

Philosophy

The Department of Nursing is an integral part of the J. A. Panuska College of
Professional Studies of The University of



Purpose of the Master of Science



Overview of Graduate Program

The master’s nursing program is comprised of four core courses that cover
current issues in advanced practice nursing, research, health promotion, and systems
leadership. These core courses provide the foundation for graduate nursing study and
are taken by all MSN students. Additionally, students in the FNP track take advanced
physiology and pathophysiology, advanced pharmacology, and advanced clinical
assessment. Each student is required to take the advanced practice specialty courses
in their selected track of study. The specialty courses are listed under each
specialization heading. Detailed course descriptions for all courses can be found in the
Appendix of this Manual.

All students must maintain a B (3.0 grade point) average and must receive a
grade of Satisfactory in all clinical courses to continue in the program and subsequently
graduate.

Full-time and part-time study is available. Some of the core courses are offered
online, while the specialty didactic courses are offered face-to-face, meeting once per
week during the semester. Clinical days and times are arranged between the student
and preceptor.

Admission to the graduate program is required before beginning courses.
However, once accepted, students may begin course work in either the spring or fall
semester.



Admission Criteria

General Admissions Reguirements for the Master of Science in Nursing Deqgree:

1

A baccalaureate degree in nursing from a Commission on Collegiate
Nursing Education (CCNE), Accreditation Commission for Education in
Nursing (ACEN), or Commission for Nursing Education Accreditation
(CNEA) accredited program.

Licensure as a registered nurse (R.N.) in the state of Pennsylvania.
Satisfactory completion of an undergraduate or equivalent approved
course in basic physical assessment.

Satisfactory completion of an undergraduate statistics course.
Undergraduate GPA of at least 3.0 or other evidence of ability to
successfully complete a graduate program such as grades in other post
baccalaureate courses, scores from national graduate school entrance
examinations, or a record of progressively higher work experiences.
Three professional references.

A brief essay identifying career goals, demonstrating communication, and
writing skills.

A personal interview with the program director or a faculty member to
clarify goals and objectives.

Post-graduate APRN Certificate Admissions Requirements:

In addition to the above requirements, except for the essay, applicants for the
certificate program must possess an earned master's degree in advanced practice
nursing from an CCNE, ACEN, or CNEA accredited program.



SECTION I

FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER TRACK



Overview of Family Nurse Practitioner Track

Nurse practitioners (NPs) are registered nurses who have advanced education



FENP Track Structure

FULL-TIME STUDENTS (Two-year Program):

THE FIRST YEAR FALL SEMESTER includes advanced physiology and
pathophysiology, advanced assessment, and family health promotion, which consists of
both a lecture and a clinical course. The latter introduces primary family health care
and includes application of concepts related to health promotion and common health
deviations. Clinical practice for this semester will take place during the last half of the
semester. The focus in the clinical setting will be on assessment (performing histories
and physicals) and health promotion.

THE FIRST YEAR SPRING SEMESTER students will take an advanced
pharmacology course, and a theory and a practicum course related to health problems
in the developing family. The latter focuses on the epidemiology, differential diagnosis,



SECTION Il

EXECUTIVE NURSE LEADERSHIP TRACK
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Overview of Executive Nurse Leadership Track

The Executive Nurse Leadership (ENL) track, offered in conjunction with the
Department of Health Administration and
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SECTION IV

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
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Description of Preceptor Role

Formal arrangements are made between The University of Scranton and the
preceptor/clinical
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APPENDIX

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
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