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person is diagnosed with cardiac disease, his valuation of the procedure jumps by tens (or hundreds) of thousands of 

dollars virtually instantaneously.  The valuation challenge becomes even more difficult when we realize that most 

people don't pay for their own care, blurring their own ability to price their demands.  The valuations are difficult to 

model, but economists have discovered some helpful techniques, which we shall study during this course. 
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Competency 

A. Assess the interrelationships among access, quality, cost, resource allocation, accountability, and  

  Community 

B. Prepare projects that are credible to government, regulatory, professional and accreditation 

agencies 

C. Use marketing and needs assessment techniques in support of healthcare program development 

and implementation 

D. Apply principles and methods of health policy analysis   

 

Domain # 5: Business Skills and Knowledge 

Competency 

A. Integrate information from various sources to make decisions and recommendations 

B. Demonstrate critical thinking, analysis, and problem solving 

C. Apply basic financial management and analysis principles 

D. Apply reimbursement principles, ramifications and techniques including rate setting and contracts 

E. Apply principles of operating, project, and capital budgeting 

F. Use project management techniques 

G. Use statistical and analytic tools to measure and improve performance 

 

HAD 506 Course Specific Competencies 

 D1  ABC 

 D2  ACD 

 D3  AC 

 D4  ABCD 

 D5  ABCDEFG 

 

Teaching Methods and Evaluation 

 

Class Attendance & Participation D1-ABCE  D2-ACD  D3-BC  D4-ABCD  D5-ABCDEFG  WI-14  LI-3  CDI-5  

ADI-14 

 

Reaction Critiques D1-ABCDE  D2-AD  D3-ABCD  D4-ABD  D5-ABG  W4,9  LI-9  CDI-5  AD 

13-15 

 

Mid-Term & Final Examination D1-AC  D2-AD  D3-CD  D4-AD  D5-ABC  W6-15  L1-9  CD2-5  AD 13-15 

Reading Assignments D1-ABC  D2-AB  D3-ABD  D4-AD  D5-AD  WI-14  LI-9  CDI-5  AD11-15 

 

Oral Presentation D1-ABCDE  D2-AB  D3-ABCD  D4-ABD  D5-AB  W13-14 LI-9  CD 3-5  AD 

12-15 

 

Health Policy Analysis Project D1-ABCE  D2- ABC  D3- ABCD  D4- ABCD  D5- ABCDEFG  W13-14  LI-9  

CDI-5  AD1-15 

LEGEND 

D      =  Domain      L      =    Learning Objective   

A-G  =  Competency     CD   =    Cognitive Domain 

W     =   Week      AD   =    Affective Domain 

 

 

Academic Integrity:  Students must familiarize themselves with the requirements of academic 

integrity and assure that all coursework meets those requirements.  Students 

should have completed the Academic Integrity Tutorial prior to beginning the 

course.  At a minimum, students should consult Academic Integrity at the 

University of Scranton at www.scranton.edu/academics/wml/acad-integ and 

should read related pages.  Failure to comply with the principles of academic 

integrity will result in a lowering of the student’s final course grade. 

 

http://www.scranton.edu/academics/wml/acad-integ
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http://www.legis.state.pa.us/
http://www.ache.org/
http://www.aha.org/
http://www.apha.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.ihi.org/
http://www.arhq.gov/
http://www.cms.gov/
http://www.rwjf.org/
http://www.kff.org/
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Midterm Examination                                                                            20 Points 

Health Care Policy Oral Briefing                                                                           10 Points 

Written Policy Analysis                                                                            20 Points  
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References and use of 

references 

 Scholarly level of 

references 

 How effective the 

references are 

used in the paper 

 Soundness of 

references 

 APA style in 

reference list and 

for citations 

All the references uses are 

important, and are of 

good/scholarly quality.  

There is a minimum of 4 

scholarly resources that 

are used effectively in the 

paper.  All of the 

references are effectively 

used, correctly cited and 

correctly listed in the 

reference list according to 

APA style. 
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Grading scale: 100-95 = A 94-92 = A- 91-89 = B+ 88-86 = B  

85-83 = B- 82-80 = C+ 79-74 = C Below 74 = F 

 

Students with Disabilities 

In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the Center for 

Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant and current medical documentation. Students should 

contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment. For more 

information, see http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities. 

 

Writing Center Services 

The Writing Center focuses on helping students become better writers. Consultants will work one-on-one with 

students to discuss students’ work and provide feedback at any stage of the writing process. Scheduling 

appointments early in the writing progress is encouraged. 

To meet with a writing consultant, stop by during the Writing Center’s regular hours of operation, call (570) 941-

6147 to schedule an appointment, or complete the Writing Assistance Request Form online. You can also schedule 

an online appointment using Google Docs and Google Talk. 

https://by2prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=wxF0NvQBaUKx3qfBNJkoTRYKBx5brc4I0y9dPUn7za6tqzRn__mfgBNJf9IVVZactjIhJUzFKQg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.scranton.edu%2fdisabilities
https://by2prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=wxF0NvQBaUKx3qfBNJkoTRYKBx5brc4I0y9dPUn7za6tqzRn__mfgBNJf9IVVZactjIhJUzFKQg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmatrix.scranton.edu%2facademics%2fctle%2fwriting%2fhours.shtml
https://by2prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=wxF0NvQBaUKx3qfBNJkoTRYKBx5brc4I0y9dPUn7za6tqzRn__mfgBNJf9IVVZactjIhJUzFKQg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmatrix.scranton.edu%2facademics%2fctle%2fwriting%2fonline-request-form.shtml
https://by2prd0310.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=wxF0NvQBaUKx3qfBNJkoTRYKBx5brc4I0y9dPUn7za6tqzRn__mfgBNJf9IVVZactjIhJUzFKQg.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fmatrix.scranton.edu%2facademics%2fctle%2fwriting%2fGOOGLE.PDF
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COURSE OUTLINE 

 

Course Content is Subject to Change at the Discretion of the Instructor 
 

Date      Topic 

January 28, 2019   Introduction to HAD 506 – Economics and Policy 

 

                                                         Pre- Assessment Test 

 

Focus on: Overview of economics as a social science, the application to the healthcare 

sector.  The role of economics in the formulation of public policy in general and 

health policy significantly. 

 

                            Introduction to Health Economics 

Readings:  

    Longest – Chapter 1 

                             v                             

                                                          

February 4, 2019   Overview of healthcare economics 
     

  Video:  “Financing World Class Health Care”.  Lecture by Prof. Robert Whoples,  

Wake Forest University 

 

  Readings: Lee – Chapter 1, 2, 3  

                                                         Lee Chapter 1, Exercise 1.7           

    Discussion Question 1 
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February 25, 2019  Healthcare Labor Markets: Physicians, Nurses and Other Professionals. 

  

  Readings: Longest – Chapter 7 and 8 

                                                          Lee – Case Study 8.2 (p.133-134) 

    Discussion Question 2 

 

  Focus on: The functioning of the labor market for health care professionals. 

March 4, 2019   Pricing, costs and profits 

 

                           Readings:               Lee – Chapters 9, 10 

    Longest – Chapter 9 

                                                          

                                                         Lee- Case Study 10.2 (p. 163-164) 

 

 Focus on: The interrelationship of Price, Costs and Profit 

 

 

Date March 11th                                      Spring Break- Enjoy 
 

Date     Topic 

 

March 18, 2019   For-profit and non-profit Organizations 

Private Healthcare Insurance 
 

  Readings: Lee – Chapters 3, 4 and 11 

    Discussion Question 3 

 

  Focus on: The system of private health insurance and the role of managed care. 

    The distinction between For-profit and non-profits 

 

March 25, 2019  Mid Term Exam 

 

 

April 1, 2019   Market Structure and Analysis 

 

  Readings: Lee – Chapter 13 

 

Focus on: Asymmetric Information and Incentives 

 

    Reaction-Critique #2 Due 

    Bibliography Due 

April 8, 2019   Behavioral Economics 

                                                           

     

  Readings: Lee – Chapter 18 

                                                         How markets are organized and how they function 

                                                

 

April 15, 2019                           Government and Policymaking 

 

 Video: “Escape Fire” 

 

  Readings: Lee – Chapters 16 and 17 

     

                                                          Lee- Case Study 16.2 
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  Focus on: The role of government in market economies. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

 

The following Discussion Questions will be addressed in class on the evenings designated on the syllabus.  Each 

student should come to class prepared to participate in the discussion. 

 

 

1. What happens if people cannot pay for the health care services they receive? 

 

 

2. Is there a physician shortage and how should public policy address it? 

 

 

3. 
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Dr. Hosseini’s Selected Peer- Reviewed Publications 
 

 

Hosseini, H., Kim, K., & Choi, S. (2019). Causes of Mental Health Underutilization among 

Asian-Americans. Mental Health & Prevention. Forthcoming. 

 
Hosseini, H. (2018). Aging and Ethics in the Practice of Nursing. Humanomics. 33.4  

 

Hosseini, H. (2018).  Managing Post-Surgical Outcomes in Frail Older Patients: Lessons for 

Hospital Leaders. Postgraduate Medicine. Revise and Resubmit.  

 

Hosseini, H. & Pai, D. (2019). Fall Injuries Among For- Profit versus Not-For Profit Nursing 

Homes in Pennsylvania. Journal of Health Administration Education. Revise and 

Resubmit. 

 
Hosseini, H. (2019). Mental Health Underutilization among Asian-Americans: Exploring Patient 

Diversity in the MHA Classroom. Journal of Health Administration Education. 

Forthcoming. 

 
 Pai, D. & Hosseini & Brown, R. (2018). Does Efficiency and Quality of Care Affect Hospital 

Closures? Health Systems. 1-14 

 
Hosseini, H. (2017).  Food Insecurity and the Use of Soup Kitchens among Suburban Elderly  

        Women in Two Counties in Pennsylvania. Humanomics, 33(4), pp. 27   

 

Hosseini, H. (2016).  Mississippi’s Delta Region: Borrowing a Novel Rural Based Health  

                 Houses System, Journal of Global Business and Technology, 12(2), 1-9. 

 

Hosseini, H. (2015). Review of Adam D. Reich, Selling Our Souls: The Commodification of 

Hospital Care in the United States. In D. J. Caraley (Ed.), Political Science Quarterly, 

2015:3, 574-576.  

 

Hosseini, H. (2015). Stroke and Cardiovascular Disease among Women. Health, 7(14),  

                   1847-1854. 

 

Hosseini, H. (2015). Is the Quality of Education in Any Way Related to the Health of   

                Children in the United States? Journal of Higher Education Theory and  

                Practice, 15(6), 11-17. 

 

Hosseini, H. (2014). Fall Prevention Strategies in Two Nursing Homes: How Can they be  

                Improved and Properly Managed? International Journal of Teaching and Case Studies,  

                5(3-4), 252-264. 

 

Hosseini, H. (2015). Aging and the Rising Costs of Healthcare in the United States: Can There  

                   be a Solution? Ageing International, 40(3), 229-247. 

 

Hosseini, H., & Hosseini, H. (2013). Ethical Principles that Make the World and its  
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               Economy More Equal. Forum for Social Economics, 42 (2), 142-166.  

 

Hosseini, H. (2013). The Role of New Technology in Global Health Education. International  

                  Journal of Business Anthropology, 4(1), 108-120. 

 

Hosseini, H. (2012). Ethics, the Illegality of Physician Assisted Suicide in the United States, and 

the Role and Ordeal of Dr. Jack Kevorkian before his Death. Review of European Studies 

4(5), 203-209.  

 

Hosseini, H. (2012). The Recently-Passed Health Care Reform and its Impact on Health Care 

Disparities among Racial and Ethnic Minorities: Utilizing New Media Technologies to 

Teach It. Journal of Management Policy and Practice, 13(2), 26-33. 

 

Hosseini, H. (2011). Do Health Care Professionals Find the Use of Age-Based Rationing to  

         Reduce Health Care Costs Ethical? Humanomics, 27(4), 282-299. 

 

Hosseini, H. (2010). Strategies to Contain the High and Rising Costs of Health: Will They 

Increase Existing Health Care Disparities, Are They Ethical? Humanomics, 26(2), 112-

123.  

 

Hosseini, H. (2009). Disparities in Healthcare and HIV/AIDS among Hispanics/Latinos in the 

United States. Journal of International Diversity. 2009(1), 1-9  

 

Hosseini, H., & Hosseini, K. (2009). Infectious Agents and their Role in Coronary Artery 

Disease. Insights to a Changing World, 2009(1), 100-111. 

 

Hosseini, H. & Hosseini, N. (2008). Epidemiology and Prevention of Fall Injuries among the 

Elderly. Hospital Topics, 86(3), 15-20.  

 

Hosseini, H. (2008). A Societal Ethical Dilemma: Should We Consider Cost and Ration the 

Amount of Resources Allocated to the Health Care of the Very Old? Ethics and Critical 

Thinking, 2(2008), 46-64. 

 

Hosseini, H. (2008). Resolving the Complex Health Care Quality Problem in the United States: 

Is the Business Model Appropriate? Business & Law Journal, 2008(3), 42-51. 

 

Hosseini, H. (2008). International Diversity and Its Problems. Culture and Religion Review, 

2008(2). 

 

Book, Chapter in Scholarly Book-New Publications  
 

Pai, D. & Hosseini, H. (2017). Analyzing Operational and Financial Performance of U.S. 

Hospitals Using Two-Stage Production Process. In Kenneth D. Lawrence and Ronald 

Klimberg (Eds.), Contemporary Perspectives on Data Mining, 3(49–65), 978-1-68123-

087-0. Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing.  
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Invited Book Chapters 

 

Hosseini, H. Cancellations Happen Every Day. In Adam Eltorai and Valentin Antoci (Eds.), 

Your Healthcare, (20 pp).  New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. Forthcoming.  

 

Hosseini, H. ( 2019) Medicare and Medicaid Costs. In Adam Eltorai and Valentin Antoci (Eds.), 

Your Healthcare, (20 pp).  New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. Forthcoming. 

 

Hosseini, H.  (2019)The US Healthcare System. Obamacare, President Trump and Beyond. In 

Adam Eltorai and Valentin Antoci (Eds.), Your Healthcare, (20 pp).  New Brunswick, 

NJ: Rutgers University Press. Forthcoming.  

 

 

Hosseini, H. (2016). Region-Specific Factors Drive Falls among Elderly in all Settings. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

A. Introduction: 

 

 A reaction-critique is a critical estimate of a written work and a personal reaction to this analysis.  

Experience in making critiques of written works is required for the following reasons: 

 

 1.
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  7. Issue Analysis: 

  Provide a list of the issues presented in the article. 

 

  8. Conclusions and Recommendations: 

  List of author's conclusions and/or recommendations. 

 

  9. Agreement or Disagreement: 

  Based on the author's conclusions and/or recommendations, do you agree or disagree; provide a 

brief justification regarding your opinion concerning your agreements and disagreements. 

 

 10. Professional Projections: 

  A 50-75 word statement on what you learned from the article and how you may apply this 

experience (negative or positive) in your professional future career.   

 

D. Guide to Grading of the Reaction-Critique: 

 Critique will be graded on a competency basis as follows:  

 

 a. Appropriate article (2 points) 

 b. Identifying information on first page and 3x5 index card (3 pts.) 

 c. Synopsis and Summary (10 points) 

 d. General theme stated (1 point) 

 e. Point of view stated (2 points) 

 f. Issue analysis stated (2 points) 

 g. Conclusions and recommendation stated (5 points) 

 h. Agreement or disagreement stated (5 points) 

 i. Professional projections stated (5 points) 

 

E. Penalties: 

Failure to submit reviews on specific due dates may result in the deduction of one full grade for each 

successive class period that the review is not submitted.  Failure to submit one or more reviews may result 

in an “incomplete” given at the time of final grades. 

 

 Special circumstances requiring an extension of the due dates will be handled on an individual basis via 

written justification explanation and/or request stating the particulars and forwarded to the instructor for 

approval and appropriate determination. 
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                                                                             APPENDIX B 

 

HAD 506 

Health Policy Topic Listing 

 

 

Each student is to choose a topic area from this list and formulate a research question based upon the topic area. 

 

 A Single Payor Health System for the US 

Accountable Care Organizations 

Bundling Payment for Procedures and Across the Continuum of Care 

Economic and Policy Dimensions Regarding the Use of Gene Therapy and Synthetic Biology in American Medicine 

Foreign Recruitment of Physicians and Nurses 

Health Professions Education 

Healthcare provided through the Veteran’s Administration 

How Healthcare Organizations Act When Potentially Transformative Economic Policies are Being Adopted by 

External Entities 

Improving Medicare 

Improving Medicaid 

Organizational Linkages between Healthcare Providers and Healthcare Insurers 

Paying for Quality: The Use of Quality Measures as Determinants of Financial Payments 

Private Health Insurance Markets 

Regulating the Financial Relationship between Physicians and Healthcare Institutions 

Regulating Pharmaceutical Prices in the US 

Regulating the Relationship between Healthcare Providers and the Medical Technology and Devise Industry 

State Health Reform Initiatives 

The Affordable Care Act and Health Reform Initiatives 
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